Uncovering the Nonessential Nature of an Essential Second Messenger.
Synthesis of the cyclic nucleotide c-di-AMP has been reported for a number of bacteria, but the physiological role of this apparently essential second messenger has remained unclear. In this issue of Cell Host & Microbe, Whiteley et al. (2015) elucidate the pathways linking c-di-AMP with the appropriate regulation of bacterial metabolism.